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Abstract 

In current veterinary medical practice, more clinical and imaging investigations are needed to fully assess a patient with 

digestive symptoms. In this case, the anamnesis and patient history are the starting points in staging a diagnosis. 

Questions with uncertain answers lead to laboratory tests – blood count and blood biochemistry. The etiologic diversity 

in digestive pathologies implies these blood tests to exclude some of the diseases. X-ray and ultrasound examinations 

are the next steps to follow; these are diagnosis methods that precede the endoscopic examination. After the 

macroendoscopic evaluation of the digestive tract, biopsy samples must be taken for the  Helicobacter pylori quick test 

(Figure 1). Histological examination of the biopsy samples taken from canine patients, which were positive for 

Helicobacter pylori, can reveal another lesions in the digestive tract; in this moment a treatment can be initiated to 

reduce or even to abolish the simptomatology.  
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Introduction  

Digestive pathology is most common in the veterinary practice in pets. Extensive etiology 
implies multiple investigations which lead to a diagnosis in reducing or even abolish digestive 
symptoms. In most cases, no results are obtained with symptomatic treatment and the patient’s 
condition is gradually degraded. 

Most of the time, a possible complicated bacterial gastritis or a gastritis with etiological 
agent bacteria of Helicobacter spp  is excluded from the treatment scheme. It scales in gastric and 
sometimes duodenal mucosa, causing even neoplastic lesions Figure4, Figure 8. Quick tests from 
gastric or duodenal mucosa taken endoscopically  are carried out to confirm this type of gastritis 
in order to complete the histological examination to fill their margin of error. The studies carried 
out so far on animals have detected several subspecies of Helicobacter canis, Helicobacter felis, 

Helicobacter heilmannii, Helicobacter bizzonii, requiring complex typing examinations 
(immunohistochemistry, PCR). 1, 2, 3   

The dual antibiotherapy treatment scheme (methronidazole, amoxicillin/claritromycin), 
gastric protector (omeprazole) and probiotic administration are the first steps to be taken in 
improving symptomatology. 

After assessing blood and biochemical parameters, ultrasound and radiological 
examinations, the present case shows the importance of some diagnostic methods: the endoscopic 
method and the histological examination. The endoscopic examination is a certain and minimum 
invasive diagnosis method, it helps visualizing surface lesions in the digestive tract 
mucosa.  Multiple biopsy samples can also be taken; one biopsy sample is used for the quick test 
for Helicobacter pylori presence, and at least three biopsy samples are used for histopathological 
examination. 

 
Materials and methods 

This case report includes a male dog, mixed breed, neutered, 11 years old, 32 kg, both 
internal and external anti-parasite treatment given regularly; he was clinicaly and imagistic 
evaluated because of digestive signs: vomit, capricous appetite, weight loss. The patient was being 
treated with metronidazole (7.5 mg / kg twice daily) and probiotics for gastroenteritis. Following 
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