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Abstract 

Dog shelters play a crucial role in animal welfare by providing temporary care and finding permanent homes for 

homeless dogs. However, the close confinement and high turnover of animals in shelters create an ideal environment for 

the spread of viral diseases. To combat this, various preventive measures have been implemented, but a comprehensive 

and tailored approach is essential to effectively safeguard the health of shelter dogs. This study outlines a tailor-fit 

management plan that incorporates a multifaceted approach, encompassing vaccination, testing, hygienic practices, and 

quarantine protocols, to effectively prevent viral diseases within dog shelters. 
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Introduction 

Dog shelters play a crucial role in providing 

temporary care for homeless dogs and facilitating 

their adoption into loving homes. However, these 

environments often pose a significant risk for the 

spread of viral diseases among the shelter 

population. Viral diseases can cause significant 

morbidity and mortality in dogs, leading to reduced 

welfare and limiting the shelter's ability to 

effectively place animals. Therefore, implementing 

effective preventive measures is essential to 

safeguard the health and welfare of shelter dogs 

and minimize the risk of disease outbreaks. 

Previous studies have shown that many dogs 

entering a shelter will have an insufficient antibody 

titer against viral but preventable diseases. 

Restricting vaccination to some dogs, and 

excluding others based on source, health status, 

false negative result or any other criterion 

contributes to the risk of transmission of infectious 

diseases in the shelter (Velescu, 2002; Lechner et 

al., 2010; Monteiro et al., 2016). Among the 

methods of preventing viral diseases in a shelter 

are vaccination, hygiene, avoiding overpopulation, 

and reducing the period of stay of animals in the 

shelter.  

The occurrence of viral infections at a 

shelter may undeniably have a catastrophic impact 

on the health and well-being and may pose 

significant challenges even for shelters that are 

well-prepared and well-equipped. While a 

definitive solution to eradicate illnesses like 

parvovirus or Carré disease has not been found, 

significant progress has been made in treatment 

alternatives since their inception. (Perley et al., 

2020). Many dog shelter organizations have begun 

to adopt various treatment strategies in their efforts 

to save more lives (Appel and Barr, 2009). Due to 

the significant losses caused by viruses, especially 

parvovirus, and the high costs of treatment of sick 

animals, 3 important problems arise: 

 How can limited resources (infrastructure,

personnel, medical supplies) be used

without compromising the health and

welfare of shelter animals?

 What preventive measures are more

effective in case of viral diseases?

 Can a personalized plan for viral disease

management be developed within each

shelter?

TAILORED STRATEGY BASED ON 

SPECIFIC NEEDS  

A comprehensive approach to disease 
prevention in dog shelters requires a tailored 
strategy that addresses the specific needs and 
characteristics of the shelter population and 
environment. This involves considering factors 
such as: 

Shelter Size and Capacity: Shelter size and 
capacity influence the potential for disease spread 
and the feasibility of implementing certain 
prevention measures. Larger shelters may require 
more robust vaccination programs and enhanced 
biosecurity protocols. 
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