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Abstract 

 

Infection with coccidia is one of the most common and damaging sheep diseases, particularly young lambs and 

economically important diseases of sheep. Coccidiosis is caused by parasitic protozoa in the genus Eimeria. Coccidial 

infection is virtually universal in sheep and large numbers of oocysts may be found in the faeces of clinically normal 

animals. Usually it is presented at animals at 4-10 weeks.Lamb and kids infection had moderate morbidity and low 

mortality rate. Environmental contamination and resulting clinical disease is generally influenced by local weather 

conditions and the grazing management practices of the flock. In our paper, we present measures to control coccidiosis 

in sheep kept in frame breeding conditions. 
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Breeding of sheep represents a significant 

branch of livestock production. The reason for this 

lies not only in tradition, but also because the 

production of wool and milk, as well as lamb meat, 

is a highly sought-after item on the world market. 

Based on research in the world, diseases of 

parasitic etiology dominate in sheep both in terms 

of prevalence and incidence, accompanied by 

significant morbidity and moderate mortality 

(Kusiluka and Kambarage,1996, Pavlovic et al., 

2009, Bojkovski et al.,2010 Altaf and Hidayatu, 

2014).  

 Coccidiosis in sheep is parasitic infection 

caused by protozoa in the genus Eimeria (Levine, 

1985, Foreyt, 1987, Bangoura and Bardsley, 2020). 

Historically, some Eimeria spp were thought to be 

infectious and transmissible between sheep and 

goats, but the parasites are now considered host-

specific (McDougald,1979). Numerous data from 

world literature support the fact that coccidiosis is 

the most common parasitic disease of sheep in 

herds (O'Callaghan et al.,1987, Gregory, 1990, de 

Silva et al.,2008, Chartier and Paraud, 2012, 

Almeida 2013, Ibrahim and Afsa, 2013).  
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 All over the world, an extremely large 

number of older animals are infected with 

protozoa, which are involved in the etiology of this 

disease (Gregory and Catchpole,1989, de la Fuente 

et al.1993, Platzer et al.,2005, Wang et al.,2010). It 

is of even greater importance that the infection of  

the young that occurs already in the first months of 

life (Ozdal et al.,2009) 
 Based on existing data, the prevalence of 

coccidiosis is highest in environments where the 

most intensive keeping is in stable conditions () 

Unlike helminths, which need free grazing areas 

for biological development, protozoan infections 

are related to stable housing, where there is a 

permanent microclimate, especially temperature 

and humidity (Wright and Coop, 2007, bakunzi et 

al.,2010, Ibrahim and Afsa, 2013). 

In addition, a large number of animals of 

different ages in a relatively small space leads to 

population pressure that favors the development of 

protozoa and thus infections.The main goal of the 

control program of sheep coccidiosis is to raise the 

health status of sheep in the Republic of Serbia 

(Pavlovic et al.,1995, 2013,2019,2021a,b).  

By preventing the occurrence and spread 

of coccidiosis by undertaking certain biotechnical 

and health measures that have the role of reducing 

the prevalence of parasites, which achieves higher 

growth and better production results from sheep. 

The application of this integrated concept of 

cocidiosis control required systematic monitoring 

of infection on farms before and after the applied 

measures and required the involvement of all 
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