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Abstract 

 

The presence of digestive parasites can alter behaviour, fertility, body condition, juvenile development, decreased 

resistance to other pathogens, or the performance for which animals are bred. The aim of this study was to monitor 

gastrointestinal parasite infestation in equines in Mehedinți County. The horses, sport and working, various breeds and 

half-breeds, came from different localities from Mehedinți County. Samples were collected in plastic bags and 

examined by flotation, sedimentation, and Baermann methods. Horses were divided into several categories: sex, age, 

breed, and service. Strongylidae and Parascaris spp. represented parasitism in recreational and working horses studied 

in Mehedinți county, no other parasitic elements were identified. The overall prevalence was 43.5% for Strongylidae 

and 21.17% for Parascaris spp. The simultaneous presence of at least two parasite species was observed in 17.64% of 

the horses examined. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Horses can be affected by more than 150 

species of internal parasites. A horse may be 

infested with one or more parasites at a time, but 

the nature and severity of the damage varies with 

the type and degree of infestation [Güiris A.D., 

2010].  

The presence of digestive parasites can 

alter behaviour, fertility, body condition, juvenile 

development, decreased resistance to other 

pathogens or the performance for which animals 

are bred [Cernea M.; 2015, Cernea M., 2008]. 

The etiology and evolution of digestive 

parasitism and serous cavities in equines in our 

country have been little systematically studied, 

usually, in small areas, thus imposing the need to 

complete the data through detailed analyses 

[Morariu S., 2016, Güiris A.D., 2010].  

The aim of this study was to monitor 

gastrointestinal parasite infestation in horses in 

Mehedinți County. 

Worldwide, research and analysis of the 

digestive tract and serous cavities of equine 

animals have led to the diagnosis of the following 

parasitoses: eimeriosis, giardiosis, fasciolosis, 

dicroceliosis, cestodosis, habronemosis, 

parascaridosis, strongyloidosis, strongylidosis, 

cyathostominoses, oxyuroses, and gastrophilosis. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

For the purpose of this work, 85 faecal 
samples were collected from equine animals from 
March 2018 to May 2020 in Mehedinți County 
(Figure 1). The horses came from localities within 
the area of the CSVs Malovăț, Șimian, Hinova, 
Pătulele, and the samples were examined at the 
Clinic of Parasitology and Parasitic Diseases of the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Timișoara, 
Romania. 

Breeds of horses of the riding centre taken 
in the study and from the households of the 
population: Hungarian sport horse, Croatian sport 
horse, Romanian sport horse, Semi-German 
horse, German sport horse, Arabian Shagya,  

- Friesian,  
- Lipitan, 
- common breed horse. 
Faecal samples were collected in plastic 

bags, labelled and refrigerated until examination.  
The examination was carried out by Willis, 

successive washes and Baerman coproscopic 
methods. 
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