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Abstract 

 

In this paper the authors undertook an analysis of the Water User’s Associations influence on the performance of their 

members and on the agricultural sector. The existing crop irrigation infrastructure was built during the communist 

period, before 1989. It was divided, since it’s been built, into primary and secondary infrastructure. After 1989, the 

secondary infrastructure, usually built and located in key spots, in the proximity of water sources and farms, was 

assigned to these units for maintenance and modernization. Water User’s Associations are non-profit economic units 

that can be established by a minimum of ten members, agricultural units, and can benefit for receiving such an 

infrastructure located in their proximity. Since Romania joined the E.U., some financial incentives have been developed 

with the purpose of modernization of the primary and secondary irrigation infrastructure. Thus, the secondary 

infrastructure can benefit from up to 1,000,000 Euro, with an intensity of 100% non-reimbursable for the modernization 

of its entire serving area. In this paper the authors analyze the effectiveness of such an investment, a specific investment 

amounting to 999,933 Euro. It will be shown how by carrying out the investment and modernizing the infrastructure, an 

annual saving of 6,621,000 cubic meters of water will be achieved, as well as an annual saving of at least 463,200 lei. 

As will be shown, the largest impact consists in the sufficient irrigation of the crops that leads to yields up to 4 times 

higher per ha. The authors determined numerous indicators from the studies that are presented in the paper. 
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Romania is in the top of the European Union 

countries in terms of the number of farms, about 

one million farmers developing this activity, 

unfortunately most of them working in the 

inefficient system of subsistence agriculture 

(National Rural Development Programme 2014-

2020). 

Through the Common Agricultural Policy, 

Romania benefits from two types of financial 

support: direct payments granted under the 1st 

Pillar and non-reimbursable financial aid granted 

on the basis of investments made by farmers, 

through the 2nd Pillar (NRDP 2014-2020). 

The EAFRD is complementary to direct area 

payments to farmers, respectively natural and / or 

legal persons engaged in agricultural production. 

While the Agency for Payments and Intervention 

in Agriculture (APIA) manages these direct 

payments, the Agency for Rural Investment 

Financing (AFIR) manages European non-

reimbursable funds for the modernization of the 

agricultural sector (Robu A.D. et al, 2016). 

 

Each of the two pillars provides support 

through two different European funds. Thus, direct 

payments through Pillar have as their source 

EAGF (European Agricultural Guarantee Fund), 

while Pillar II payments have as source EAFRD 

(European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development). The latter, whose tools have 

benefited the unit analyzed in the present paper, is 

carried out in Romania through the National Rural 

Development Program (NRDP 2014 – 2020). 

Starting from the initiative of the European 

Council on support for rural development through 

the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development (EAFRD), the National Strategic 

Plan for Romania, which is the instrument for the 

implementation of the National Rural 

Development Program for the period 2007 – 2013, 

was developed. Finally, NRDP is the instrument 

for accessing the European Agricultural Fund for 

Rural Development (EAFRD) and has been 

developed for the 2007 – 2013 and 2014 – 2020 

intervals (AFIR, 2018). 


