
Lucrări Ştiinţifice – vol. 63(1)/2020, seria Agronomie 

 

211 

 

 

STUDIES CONCERNING WORLD, EUROPEAN AND NATIONAL FOOD 

SECURITY 

 
Eduard BOGHIŢĂ1, Mioara BORZA2, George UNGUREANU 1, Ştefan VIZITEU1, Alexandru 

Dragoş ROBU1  

 
e-mail: ediboghita@uaiasi.ro  

 
 

Abstract 

 

The term food security appeared in the interwar period and over time there have been numerous attempts to define the 

notion. At global, European and national level, food security policies are regulated by a number of institutions and 

organizations with a supervisory, guiding and controlling role. The most important institutions dealing with food 

security regulation worldwide are: WHO, FAO, IFPRI, at European level: European Commission, Council of the 

European Union and European Parliament, and at national level: MADR, ANPC, ANSVSA and the Ministry of Health. 

Food insecurity is a prolonged lack of “sufficient safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life” (FAO, 

1996) and is generally caused by extreme poverty. In the context of food security, extreme poverty is synonymous with 

acute food shortages. The factors can be varied: from high prices, to economic recessions, natural disasters, political 

unrest and violent conflicts. Two thirds of the world's population vulnerable to food insecurity live in African countries, 

or in countries with a large population such as: India, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan. In these countries, food security 

is correlated with both poverty and the many conflicts, we can add here environmental pollution, limited access to water 

resources. Regarding Romania, the agri-food stability is influenced by a series of factors starting from the reduction of 

the available agricultural areas, the precarious endowment of the Romanian farmer. A possible food crisis in our 

country will be generated, most likely by a mismanagement of an already existing vulnerability.   
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The aim of interventions to stop food 

insecurity is to give the right to life and reduce 

vulnerability in the affected community, where 

programs to prevent and combat food insecurity 

will aim to increase the availability, accessibility 

and usefulness of safe and healthy food. More 

specifically, this involves supporting primary food 

production - agriculture, animal husbandry and fish 

farming (Brown L., 2000). These programs can 

also generate paid activities and jobs. In some 

cases, maintaining or sustaining access to the agri-

food market by building motorways that facilitate 

trade between producers and consumers could 

become another solution in the event of a food 

crisis. 

At present, social assistance programs are 

more focused on direct food aid. Food security 

assessments do not differ in purpose and 

methodology from assessments in general, but they 

focus more on analysis, ie by what means 

individuals strive to ensure their own food security 

and the extent to which they manage to achieve it. 

The overall objective of a food security 

assessment is to measure and understand the 

degree of food insecurity. It is therefore important 

to determine whether external intervention is 

needed to enable those affected to find themselves 

within the limits of a short- or long-term 

sustainable food security. 

Global and European food security 

approaches 

In all food security assessments, the 

situation of each monitored group should be 

clarified in order to predict an imminent food crisis 

or the duration of an insecurity situation. More 

precisely, it must be established what resources 

they have, how much arable land, pastures, 

animals, labor. Food security is not necessarily 

static. It may also exist in cases of seasonal 

fluctuations under normal conditions in terms of 

availability, access and utility. It is important to 

note that for each situation of food insecurity, 

specific and particular means are intervened on 

that situation and state intervention is not always 

mandatory. Ensuring food security for a global 

population of 7.6 billion, and an estimated 9 billion 

by 2050, is a major challenge from a climate 

change perspective. 


