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Abstract 

 

The present study aims to identify and analyze the main trends and research directions in the agricultural economics 

sector, with a particular focus on agricultural holdings in Romania. To achieve this objective, a research methodology 

based on bibliometric analysis was used, an increasingly common tool used to map the structure and evolution of 

scientific research in a given field. The bibliometric analysis was carried out on a sample of 176 scientific publications 

indexed in the Web of Science (WoS) database, selected based on the topic criterion containing the terms “agricultural 

holding” and “Romania”. The results of the analysis highlighted a constant increase in the interest of the scientific 

community in Romania, but also at international level, in topics aimed at the sustainable development of agricultural 

holdings, especially in the context of their adaptation to the environmental, social and economic requirements imposed 

by European policies. A significant share of publications focuses on the analysis of the impact of the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) on Romanian farmers, in particular on access to subsidies, economic efficiency and the 

process of alignment with European standards. Another topic frequently addressed in the specialized literature is the 
fragmentation of agricultural land, a major structural problem with historical roots, which continues to affect the 

competitiveness and performance of Romanian farms. Also, in recent years, there has been an increase in interest in the 

digitalization of agriculture, reflected in publications dealing with topics such as precision agriculture, the use of drones, 

IoT sensors and farm management systems based on artificial intelligence. These trends indicate a growing openness of 

researchers and research institutions towards innovation and technology, in response to contemporary challenges in the 

agricultural sector. 
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The agricultural holding is an organizational 
form specific to the agricultural sector, consisting 

of all units intended for carrying out agricultural 

activities and under the management of a farmer 
(Dumitru et al, 2020). 

Both national legislation and specialized 

literature define and classify agricultural holdings 
according to a series of relevant factors, such as 

physical size, object of activity, economic size, 

land ownership regime, human resources structure, 

production destination, as well as other legal and 
economic factors (Alecu et al, 2001). 

In the context of agriculture in Romania, the 

predominant form of organization is represented by 
the family farm, which plays an essential role in 

the rural social structure, having the ability to 

capitalize on both available land and family labor. 
From an economic perspective, however, these 

holdings are not distinguished by a high level of 

profitability, since a large part of the agricultural 

production obtained is intended for self-
consumption. This situation is particularly specific 

to very small farms, namely those with an area of 

less than two hectares (Burja & Burja, 2010; 
Ionescu et al, 2021; Tachianu et al, 2022). 

However, statistical data highlight the fact 

that the majority of agricultural farms in Romania 
fall into the category of those with areas between 

two and five hectares. Within this segment, the 

agricultural production obtained exceeds the 
household's own consumption needs, which leads 

farmers to market the surplus products, thus 

generating additional income (Popescu, 2010; 

Crecană & Crecană, 2019). 
 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

The research comprehensively analyzes the 
studies in the existing specialized literature, paying 
special attention to studies that address the 
analysis of agricultural holdings in Romania. 

The research method used was the 
analytical method and synthesis of information 
found in the specialized literature. The selected 
articles and studies were identified in specialized 
journals, WOS. The search was carried out using 
the keywords “agricultural holding” and “Romania”. 
With the help of the VOSviewer software, an 


