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Abstract 

 
Urban agriculture (or urban farming) is a new and innovative field in business development, bridging the gap between 
the producer and the local urban community, being an area where the entrepreneurship can have diverse initiatives and 
approaches. Urban agriculture generally refers to the cultivation, processing and distribution of agricultural products in 
urban and suburban settings, including directions like vertical production, warehouse farms, community gardens, 
rooftop farms, hydroponic, aeroponic and aquaponic facilities or other innovations. 
This type of farming adapted to the limited space available in the city has various advantages but it faces also 
challenges. The benefits of setting-up an urban farm consist in creating jobs for local low-income communities, waste 
reduction, urban revitalization, community education and development, while the main challenges refer to the lack of 
policy and regulations addressing urban farming in statutory plans and zoning bylaws, possible noise or restrictions on 
farm structures such as greenhouses and storage sheds. 
This paper aims to highlight ways to improve entrepreneurial skills through innovative ideas on agricultural activities in 
urban and peri-urban areas, exemplifying different initiatives associated with effective management in this regard and 
describing this sector less known and in Romania but with a high growth potential. 
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The move toward urban agriculture and 
urban farming is one of the patterns noted in the 
evolution of agriculture as an economic sector and 
of cities as structural components in the dynamics 
of societal development. 

The term "urban agriculture" broadly refers 
to the production, distribution, and processing of 
agricultural goods in urban and suburban 
environments. Examples of such practices include 
vertical production, warehouse farms, rooftop 
farms, community gardens, hydroponic, aeroponic, 
and aquaponic systems, among other innovations. 
Urban gardeners and farmers collaborate with a 
variety of communities to increase the availability 
of wholesome meals, promote community 
involvement, create jobs, teach people about 
farming, and create more green space. Urban food 
production encompasses several forms such as 
roadside urban fringe agriculture, backyard, 
rooftop, and balcony gardening, community 
gardening in vacant lots and parks (sometimes 
spanning multiple city blocks), cattle grazing in 
open spaces, and intensive indoor hydroponic or 
aquaculture facilities. One of the key strategies for 
minimizing harm to the urban ecosystem and its 
inhabitants is urban agriculture (Yücedağ C., Çiçek 
N., Gul A., 2023). Urban agriculture eases access 
to food, reconnects communities to the practice of 

growing food, and engages the community on a 
variety of levels.  

Urban agriculture facilitates food access, 
reintroduces the practice of food cultivation to 
communities, and fosters multifaceted community 
engagement.  

Urban agriculture (UA) has a vital role in 
promoting local economic growth, reducing 
poverty, enabling women and the impoverished to 
participate in society, enhancing the city's 
greenery, and repurposing waste materials in 
useful ways. Urban agriculture is still primarily an 
unorganized industry that is poorly integrated into 
agricultural policies or urban planning, despite 
increased awareness of its importance in ensuring 
food security and reducing poverty for urban 
inhabitants. The inadequacy of current, high-
quality data regarding the advantages and 
limitations of urban agriculture hinders the 
development of pertinent policies and interventions 
that could augment the favorable effects on public 
health, urban livelihoods, and the environment. 

Urban agriculture has become a familiar 
term in many towns, usually conjuring images of 
edible landscapes or community gardens (Orsini 
F., D'Ostuni M., 2022). On the other hand, 
growing food in the city for commercial purposes 
is known as urban farming. In order to grow food 
for wholesale and retail sales to urban consumers, 


