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Abstract 

 
The GAEC standards are derived from the code for good agricultural and environmental conditions, which refers to the 
definition of the standards or conditions that farmers must meet in order for the subsidy application, regardless of the 

scheme they opt for, to be eligible; the concept has been developed and debated since the 70s, but was introduced into 

EU policy in 2003 through the publication of Council Regulation EC 1782/2003. Currently we can talk about 8 GAEC 

standards as a way of evaluating compliance with eco-conditionality for the following specific areas, namely climate 

and environment, including water, soil and ecosystem biodiversity, public health and plant health, animal welfare. 

Thus, the GAEC standards applicable for the purpose of sustainability and durability of the agricultural policy 

implemented at the Union level at the moment are: 

GAEC 1: Maintenance of permanent grasslands 

GAEC 2: new from 2023. Protecting wetlands and peatlands 

GAEC 3: Prohibition of burning stubble, dry vegetation and plant debris on arable land 

GAEC 4: Creation of buffer strips (strips of protection) along watercourses 

GAEC 5: Management of earthworks, reducing the risk of soil degradation and erosion, including consideration of 

slope. 

GAEC 6: Minimum ground cover to avoid bare ground during the most sensitive periods 

GAEC 7 Crop rotation on arable land, excluding crops growing under water 

GAEC 8: Minimum proportion of agricultural area dedicated to non-productive areas or features and on all agricultural 

areas, maintaining landscape features and prohibiting the cutting of hedges and trees during the breeding and rearing 
period of birds. 

GAEC 9: introduced in 2023. Prohibition of conversion or plowing of permanent grassland designated as ecologically 

sensitive permanent grassland within the perimeter of Natura 2000 sites. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The public agricultural policy on subsidies 

in the agricultural-zootechnical and fisheries sector 

represents the creation of a payment scheme 
strategy regarded as state aid with a double 
financing, European and national, to support 
national producers. 

The scheme of financial support for 
producers has presented various variables over 
time, which signify in the more than 100 years of a 

Europe free of wars and famines, an initial plan on 
basic products for any European to have what is 
necessary for a subsistence existence in a first 
phase. The changes in consumer behavior, which is 
ultimately the guarantor of the demand for 
products on the market, also led to the change of 
the guvenamental policies on subsidies in the agri-
food field, Europeans not considering flour as 

basic products, the potato, the oil, etc.  

The change in consumer behavior was 
determined by the diversification of the labor 
market, the majority of the population having no 
occupation in the agricultural rural area; 

sedantarism and implicitly more sedentary 
occupations, they generated the phenomenon of 
obesity and other diseases associated with it; at the 
same time, industrialization was an element that 
caused the changing habits of the consumer, the 
trend of industrial production strategies being 
long-term food preservation, which involved the 

introduction of stabilizers and emulsifiers into the 
diet. Their introduction did not take into account 
the impact on the health of the population in the 
short, medium and long term, the legislation in the 
food industry being permissive in this respect. 

Currently, the CAP 2023-2027 strategic plan 
is the government instrument on state subsidies 
granted in the agrarian field. 

 


