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Abstract 

 

The Mountain Law, No. 197 of July 20, 2018, regulates the methods of protection and sustainable and inclusive 

development of the mountainous area through the valorization of natural and human resources, improvement of living 

standards, population stabilization, preservation of cultural identity, and increase in economic power at the local and 

national levels, all while maintaining ecological balance and protecting the natural environment. The mountainous area 

of Romania is considered a special, strategic, economic, social, and environmental territory of national interest. Due to 

limitations in the use of agricultural land caused by altitude, climate conditions, slopes, geological substrate, high costs 

of works, living conditions, infrastructure, business environment, access to education, and medical services, it is 

considered disadvantaged. Through the Mountain Law, the approval of the Program for Encouraging Activities in the 

mountainous area is granted, with an allocation of 1 billion euros over a period of 10 years from its entry into force, 

from the state budget, through the budget of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development. This Program serves 

as a source of support for performance in the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. There are funding programs for 

investments in three areas aimed at the residents of the mountainous area: Investments for the establishment of milk 

collection and/or processing centers; Investments for the establishment of mountain pastures; Investments for the 

establishment of primary collection and processing centers for forest fruits, mushrooms, and/or medicinal and aromatic 

plants. Beneficiaries of the investment programs can be individual authorized persons, individual enterprises, family 

enterprises, producer groups, agricultural cooperatives, legal entities, and legal entities engaged in agriculture and/or the 

food industry. Eligible beneficiaries, regardless of the type of investment they choose, must cumulatively meet the 

following conditions: operate in the mountainous area, access only one type of investment once throughout the entire 

Program period, and not have received similar support under the National Rural Development Program (PNDR) 2014-

2020, including during the transition period. 
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Mountain areas are areas marked by 

specificity. Due to the altitude, flanks and 

climate, they are considered ecologically 

fragile and they are economically and socially 

disadvantaged due to natural causes, which 

requires specific management and a growing 

support. Mountain areas must benefit from a 

strategy and from protection and development 

integrated policies, because they constitute a 

common heritage, whose value must be 

recognized and preserved. 

By means of Emergency Ordinance 

120/2022, the following laws were amended, 

regarding the encouragement of activities in 

the mountain area: Law no. 296 of 2018 

regarding the approval of the Investment 

Program for the establishment of milk 

collection and/or processing centers in the 

mountain area, Law no. 332/2018 regarding 

the approval of the Investment Program for the 

establishment of mountain sheep yards, Law 

no. 333/2018 regarding the approval of the 

Investment Program for the establishment of 

centers for the collection and primary 

processing of forest fruits, mushrooms and/or 

medicinal and aromatic plants from wild 

and/or cultured flora in the mountain area. 

The support package of the mountain 

area became operational through the adoption 

in the Government Meeting of October 12, 

2022 of three Decisions establishing the values 

of the financing schemes for the year 2022, the 

eligibility conditions, the eligible expenses, the 

method of granting the financing, as well as 

the methods of verification and control within 

the following investment programs concerning 


