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Abstract 

 

The sustainable development of the rural sector in Romania is a strategic objective of major importance for the country, 

and its achievement requires a systematic and coherent approach in attracting, adopting and implementing projects that 

contribute to achieving the targets set by 2025. This sustainable development has a significant impact not only on the 

quality of life of rural communities, but also on the whole national economy and the environment. 

Analysing the sustainability of rural development projects on farms is an essential step in assessing and planning 

initiatives to improve their economic performance. In the context of focus area 2A, the focus is on two main objectives: 

improving the economic performance of agricultural holdings, which aims to increase farm income and profitability. The 

analysis of projects must include an assessment of the current economic situation of agricultural holdings, including 

income, production costs, profit margins and resource efficiency. The aim is to identify shortcomings and opportunities 

to improve the economic performance of agricultural holdings; facilitating the restructuring and modernisation of 

agricultural holdings: this objective focuses on supporting the transformations and upgrades needed for agricultural 

holdings to become more competitive in the market and diversify their activities. The analysis of projects should identify 

the modernisation needs of farms, including infrastructure, farm equipment, technologies and production capacities, it is 

also important to assess the degree of adaptation to market requirements and current trends, such as requirements for 

organic or sustainable products. 
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The sustainable development of farms in 

Romania is a major objective for improving the 

quality of life in rural areas and ensuring a 

prosperous future for farming communities (Rusali 

M.A., 2013). In the period 2014-2021, numerous 

projects and measures have been implemented to 

achieve this objective and the analysis carried out 

has shown significant progress in the different 

sectors of activity and development, with a 

particular focus on agriculture and rural issues 
(Neculai C., 2012). 

Promising results have been achieved in 

focus area 2A, which aims at improving economic 

performance in agriculture. Under measure M04 

“Investment in Real Assets” a total of 471 men and 

210 women under 40 years of age, together with 125 

men and 46 women over 40 years of age, received 

support to modernise and restructure agricultural 

activities (MADR, 2022). This has contributed to 

increased market participation and diversification of 

agricultural activities, with a positive impact on 
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economic sustainability in rural areas (European 

Commission 2015a). 

Focus Area 2B, which focuses on facilitating 

the entry of young and skilled farmers into the 

agricultural sector, has had a significant impact. 

Through measure M06 “Farm and business 

development” 6.451 men and 4.460 women under 

40 received support to get involved in agriculture 

and 789 legal entities benefited from development 

measures (European Commission 2015b).  

Under priority axis 5, which aims to promote 

resource efficiency and the transition to a low-

carbon economy, good progress has been made. 

Under measure M04 “Investment in Real Assets” 59 

men and 23 women under 40 years of age, together 

with 13 men and 5 women over 40 years of age, 

received support. In addition, 284 legal entities were 

supported in this direction. These measures have 

helped to promote sustainability and climate 

resilience in the agricultural sector (Annual 

Implementation Report of the RDP 2014-2020 for 

2021). Efforts in the period 2014-2021 for 

sustainable farm development in Romania have had 




