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Abstract 

 

Many of the tourist destinations are affected in several aspects by the development of tourism, including the socio-

cultural one. The present work aims, based on a review of the literature of concern, to present the socio-cultural impacts 

of tourism on the rural area and to determine how the consequences are perceived by the local community. The most 

frequent social and cultural effects generated by tourist activities carried out in rural areas involve items related to: the 

interaction between tourists and residents; quality of life and local cultural activities (crafts, music, art, traditions); 

ethnic and cultural identity of the host community; quality of public services and general infrastructure; recreational 

opportunities and facilities. Towards the development of rural tourism, residents generally have a favorable attitude and 

are aware of the social and cultural benefits to their community. The specialized literature highlights that the impact 

induced by tourism in the socio-cultural environment, can be positive, as well as negative. In the most cases, residents 

believe that the advantages brought by tourism for the rural community outweigh its negative impact. While some 

studies have found that positive non-economic (socio-cultural and environmental) impacts are considered to be more 

important than positive economic impacts, other researchers have concluded that economic benefits of rural tourism 

come first in residents' perceptions. The influence of some of the socio-demographic characteristics (age, gender, level 

of education, dependence on tourism etc.) on the benefits perceived by the local population can differ greatly between 

regions or countries due to the particularities and diversity of the rural communities (customs, beliefs, local specific 

etc.). 

 

Keywords: rural tourism, tourism development, socio-cultural impacts, residents’ perception 

  

 

                                                 
1 Iasi University of Life Sciences, Romania 
2 Mountain Economy Center CE-MONT Vatra Dornei /INCE/ Romanian Academy 

Rural areas face numerous challenges that 

affect the wellbeing of residents and the health of 

the local economy. Low incomes, poor agricultural 

merchandise prices, lack of jobs, rural-urban 

migration, rudimentary infrastructure, rising 

production expenses, etc. have determined the rural 

population to seek for ways to face these 

challenges and to obtain financial and social 

stability (Yang L., 2012; Moraru R.A. et al, 2016). 

Due to the benefits it provides, tourism sector 

represents an important development tool that 

support sustainability of rural communities 

(Zhuang X. et al., 2019; López-Sanz J.M. et al, 

2021). But the development and improper 

management of tourist activities in the rural 

environment could have unwanted effects, such as 

the influence of tourists on local culture and on 

"the way of life" of residents (Tiraieyari N. and 

Hamzah A., 2012; Bello F.G. et al, 2017). 

 

 

 

 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
 

This paper intended to explore the socio-
cultural impacts of tourism development in rural 
areas. Therefore, the authors reviewed the 
literature on rural tourism on the state of the 
questions of sustainable development, rural 
development, impacts of rural tourism and 
agritourism, rural residents’ attitude towards 
tourism, perceived consequences of tourism 
development. Data retrieved from critical literature 
review were divided into information about the 
benefits and disadvantages of rural tourism in 
terms of socio-cultural aspects. Most studies and 
researches have focused on the analysis of all 
dimensions related to the sustainable development 
of rural tourism (environmental, economic and 
socio-cultural), and only a small part have 
considered only one aspect of sustainability. In 
order to gather the most relevant information and 
considering that the socio-cultural impacts are 
closely related to the specifics of the place and the 
host community, we used the conclusions of 
several studies conducted in very diverse rural 
communities located in different parts of the world. 


