
Lucrări Ştiinţifice – vol. 66(1)/2023, seria Agronomie 

 

143 

 

 

CONTRIBUTION OF AGRITOURISM TO THE SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL COMMUNITIES 

 
Radu-Adrian MORARU1 

 
e-mail: ramoraru@uaiasi.ro 

 
 

Abstract 

 

Agritourism encompasses a wide range of experiences and activities related to agriculture and rural life, offering real 

opportunities for rural development. The primary aim of this paper was to highlight the links that exist between 

agritourism and sustainability, based on a systematic review of the scientific literature. In this regard, all three 

dimensions of sustainability (economic, ecological and social) were considered. Numerous studies and researches have 

focused on the analysis of the effects generated by tourist activities on rural environment, their findings being essential 

for the management of tourist destinations and rural sustainability strategies. According to the specialized literature, the 

development of agritourism can have both negative and positive consequences. The contribution of agritourism to the 

sustainable development of rural communities may include several directions (job creation, additional source of income, 

environmental and cultural conservation, preservation of agricultural heritage, infrastructure improvement etc.). 

Achieving positive effects requires efficient planning, community involvement and responsible practices in agritourism 

management. Avoiding environmental degradation, overdevelopment and negative impact on local traditions and 

culture is essential for the rural sustainability. 
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Among the topics covered by the scientific 

literature and scholars, very frequent are those 

related to the effects of agritourism on the rural 

area and local communities, as s well as regarding 

the potential of tourist activities to contribute to the 

sustainable development of the rural environment. 

Despite the different visions and conclusions of the 

researchers, they agree that agritourism could be 

the right means to create new opportunities to 

diversify the rural economy and to achieve the 

sustainability of rural areas (Barbieri C., 2013; 

Morau R.A. et al, 2022), especially in the case of 

the poorest and unattractive for investments 

(Moraru R.A., 2019; Park D.B. et al, 2012) or of 

the isolated areas, where the cultural and 

environmental heritage exerts a strong attraction 

for visitors (Shen F. et al, 2009; Ciolac R. et al, 

2019). The concept of “rural development” can be 

described as “an overall improvement in the 

economic and social well-being of rural residents 

and the institutional and physical environment in 

which they live” (Hodge I.D., 1986). To be 

sustainable, the development must be based on 

local resources, especially natural ones. These 

resources are under the control of farmers and the 

local population, these being the main actors who 

can influence the future of rural space through their 

development options (Van der Ploeg J.D et al, 

2000). 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
The main objective of this paper is to 

highlight on what grounds agritourism can be 
considered as a tool for sustainable development. 
This article also aims to highlight the positive 
effects of farmers' involvement in tourist activities 
and to show if they are in accordance with the 
requirements imposed by the concept of 
sustainability. To achieve these objectives, the 
specialized literature review method was applied 
and the international experience in this field was 
analyzed. The approach started from the 
hypothesis that, by developing agritourism in the 
right way, it has the potential to promote the 
sustainability of villages. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS  

 

In the last decades, the concepts and 

objectives of sustainability and sustainable 

development have been among the main concerns 

of researchers and the whole society (Harrington 

B.L.M., 2016). As a result of globalization, 

intensive urbanization and the continuous increase 

in the costs of agricultural inputs as well as the 


