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Abstract 

 

In this study, the current issues faced by vegetable agricultural units in Romania were investigated. Interviews with 

farmers were compared with relevant literature to prioritize the most significant challenges compared to the EU average. 

Fragmentation of arable agricultural land in Romania was the most addressed key issue within scientific literature which 

poses various difficulties. The EU encourages consolidating these fragmented areas to increase efficiency, as large units 

tend to be more productive, while very small units face disadvantages in acquiring resources and selling their products. 

However, EU regulations could also act as unfair competition, putting Romanian farmers at a disadvantage. The study's 

results propose a pyramid prioritization of challenges, which effectively represents the most pressing issues faced by 

Romanian vegetable agricultural units. 
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Four million Romanians rely on agriculture 

as their primary source of income, mainly through 

smallholdings acquired during decollectivization. 

These smallholders engage in subsistence farming 

on the fringes of the formal economy. To determine 

the economic viability of smallholders, the 

Romanian Ministry of Agriculture employs 

quantification tools provided by the European 

Commission, which set a threshold below which 

producers are unable to pursue a commercial 

approach to their activities. However, there is a 

pressing need to develop a definition of agriculture 

that accurately reflects their practices and establish 

local distribution channels. The objective is to 

support individuals who barely meet the necessary 

criteria to strengthen their agricultural holdings and 

engage in intensive farming while encouraging 

others to exit the sector. To this end, the category of 

"semi-subsistence" agriculture has been prioritized 

in all implemented measures. Nevertheless, the 

statistical boundaries used to define this category 

lack substance, and the agricultural industry is 

displaying considerable resistance to change (Roger 

A., 2014). The notion of resistance in the 

agricultural sector can often be perceived as 

stagnation, hindering the progress and growth of the 

industry. However, instead of viewing this 

resistance as a negative aspect, it is important to 

understand it as an opportunity for innovation and 

development.  
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In order to comprehensively understand this 

resistance and propose solutions for the 

development of the agricultural sector, it is 

imperative to consider multiple perspectives and 

analyze all the various factors involved in the 

economic process. To conduct a case study, a wide 

range of literature exists that offers diverse studies 

and analyses from different angles, aiding in 

forming an overview of the issues faced by farmers 

in contemporary times. However, such literature 

must be complemented with direct communication 

with the farmers themselves to confirm that the 

issues highlighted in the literature indeed represent 

contemporary priorities that hinder or impede the 

development of their agricultural activities. 

 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
The proposed methodology involves 

conducting a systematic review of relevant literature 
on agricultural practices and comparing the findings 
with empirical data gathered through interviews with 

practicing farmers. The objective is to validate and 
prioritize the challenges faced by farmers in 
executing their work, as well as to identify potential 
areas for improvement. By employing a rigorous 

and data-driven approach, this study seeks to 
provide valuable insights into the current state of 
agricultural practices and inform future research 
and policy decisions in this domain. 
 


