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Abstract 

 

Farmers are faced with a dilemma about the volume and structure of the work they have to do. Some of the work they 

have to do to obtain agricultural production or to market it may be handed over to other economic units (services from 

third parties). Farmers must decide which activities they will carry out through their own efforts and which will be 

transferred to other units. The field survey was carried out by questionnaire survey on a representative sample by 

economic size categories of 60 farms operating in the NE and SE development regions. These were identified 30 from 

each region and also 5 from each county. The 5 farms in each county were identified according to economic size (less 

than 100 thousand SO; 100 thousand SO - 250 thousand SO; 250 thousand SO - 500 thousand SO; 500 thousand SO - 

750 thousand SO; greater than 750 thousand SO). The economic size structure of the sample was pre-determined within 

the research project aimed at determining costs in agriculture. Outsourcing of agricultural work proves unprofitable and 

unreliable for the sampled farms. This decision could result in an average loss of 19.2% and a decrease in safety of 26.4%. 

However, for farms with an economic size of less than 250,000 SO this approach can result in a profitability of up to 

6.7% and an increase in the safety margin of up to 13.1%. 
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In the activity of agricultural holdings, 

within the same agricultural year or from one year 

to another, farmers are faced with a dilemma related 

to the volume and structure of the work they have to 

carry out (Ciaiana P. et al, 2018). Some of the 

activities they have to carry out to obtain 

agricultural production or to market it may be 

handed over to other (third party) economic units 

such as: transport of inputs, marketing of 

agricultural products, processing, packaging, 

labelling, technical-economic design, etc. 

Farmers have to decide which activities 

they will carry out through their own efforts and 

which will be transferred to other units (Brumă, I.S., 

Bohatereț, V.M., 2016; Bohatereț, V.M., Brumă, 

I.S., 2015; Medelete, DM., Panzaru, RL., 2015). 

Outsourcing is the decision to transfer some 

of the economic unit's own activities to a third party 

against payment.  

Due to the differences in returns and risks 

specific to the activities within the economic units, 

their managers decide to eliminate activities that are 

less profitable and safe and to focus their resources 

on activities that are performing well or have a clear 

potential to do so. 
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For example, a business unit promotes its 

products through its own efforts. At some point its 

manager may decide to ask a specialized firm for 

promotion services. 

One of the fullest definitions of outsourcing 

can be "the transfer of one or more internal 

functions and other activities to an external supplier 

who provides a specific service for a fixed period of 

time at a predetermined price" (Heywood B.J., 

2001). 

The term outsourcing is most often used in 

relation to entrusting certain activities to an external 

supplier and covers several areas, including even the 

outsourcing of the manufacturing of certain goods. 

The process may involve transferring an important 

business function to the external environment 

(Mclvor R., 2005). 

In neoclassical theory, the value of 

production costs is determined by technology, 

subjective preferences and prices. The size and 

structure of production costs are institutionally 

"neutral". The costs and benefits of economic 

behavior are modelled not only as a result of the 

interaction of factors of production or the play of 

prices, but also as a result of the institutional 

structure of social interactions (Vyacheslav V.D., 


