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Abstract 

 

Structural changes in agriculture have drawn attention to new opportunities to use the farm's resources. In order to 

support rural development, the agricultural policy makers have consistently promoted multifunctionality and 

diversification of farms by encouraging new types of activities. Farmers get involved in diversification operations and 

developed on-farm and off-farm activities for various reasons: to face the challenges of the agricultural context, to 

obtain additional income, continuity of their agricultural activity, to improve their family's quality of life and to reduce 

the risk of the unstable agricultural market environment. The decision regarding farm diversification depends on a series 

of factors related to economic, geophysical and socio-demographic farm characteristics or to environmental 

conservation strategies. The proximity to urban areas fosters the process of farm diversification and it also influences 

the level of diversification. The sustainability of the farm involves not only economic, but also social and environmental 

aspects, but most of the farmers are more interested in the economic and social performance and less in the ecological 

performance. The main forms of farm diversification include: agritourism; non-traditional crops, livestock and 

practices; added value to existing agricultural products; new marketing and distribution channels; consulting or 

education service; conservation and restoration of historical buildings, equipment, artifacts from the farm. 
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Nowadays agricultural sector is faced with 

numerous and varied challenges and difficulties 

that deeply affect the sustainability of rural 

communities. New technological developments in 

agricultural production, changes in food production 

techniques and in non-agricultural services and 

functions have triggered a series of trends that 

threaten the viability of farm businesses (Vik J., 

McElwee G., 2011). The aggravation of the 

climate, environmental and energy crises, the 

process of globalization and the increasing 

competition on the world market, urbanization and 

accelerated industrialization, the reduction or 

elimination of agricultural subsidy programs, the 

increase in the prices of agricultural inputs and the 

decrease in the prices of agricultural goods have 

pushed farmers to seek for new ways to face the 

financial instability and to develop alternative 

operations to ensure their survival (Barbieri C., 

Mahenga P.M., 2008; Schilling B. et al, 2012; 

Srisomyong N., Meyer D., 2015). Thus, the 

structural changes in agriculture in the recent 

decades have drawn attention to farm 

diversification activities and to new opportunities 

for using farm resources (Nickerson N.P. et al, 

2001; Barbieri C., 2008), many farmers responding 

to the unfavorable context by adopting alternative 

strategies to conventional agricultural production 

(Yoshida S. et al, 2019). 

In order to support rural development, the 

 agricultural policy makers have consistently 

promoted the multifunctionality and diversification 

of farms (Vik J., McElwee G., 2011; Meraner M. 

et al, 2015) by encouraging new types of on- and 

off-farm  activities and the development of different 

enterprises to diversify farm incomes (Barbieri C., 

Mahoney E., 2009; Meraner M. et al, 2015). 

In the specialized literature, the objectives 

most frequently associated with farm 

diversification represent a permanent subject of 

analysis. Although important progress has been 

made in this field, assessing the achievement of 

these objectives is difficult due to various 

motivations and opportunities for diversification, 

as well as to differences determined by the regional 

agricultural and political context. 

 
MATERIAL AND METHOD 

 
The present paper provides a review of the 

academic literature focused on the topic of farm 
diversification. To include relevant and varied 
information, a series of research and studies 


