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Any language is a highly complex communication system. To 
understand the working principles of language, linguists distinguish different 
components or subsystems that give shape to this complexity. However, 
language is not only structurally complex. Rather than consisting of 
relatively uniform and static components, language is a dynamic 
communication system that is subject to different dimensions of linguistic 
variation. To tackle the complexity of the dynamics of language, linguists, in 
general, focus on three basic dimensions of linguistic variation: social 
variation, spatial variation, temporal variation. The linguistic system varies 
relative to social factors, i.e. it shapes and is shaped by different dimensions 
of social organisation. In a nutshell, language varies depending on who 
speaks it to whom in which context. The social variation and dynamics of 
language is focused at in the field of sociolinguistics. However, societies are 
themselves subject to variation and change with regard to cultural, political, 
or religious orientation. Thus, it should not come as a surprise that the 
language system(s) used by a generalised speech community are not static, 
but that they also vary through space and time. The historical dimension of 
language development and language change is the third basic dimension to 
describe the dynamics of linguistic structures and their corresponding 
conventions of usage. As a universal matter of fact, any language is subject 
to change. Language change is often triggered by social changes. Some of 
the words or phrases that came to special prominence over the past few years 
or which encapsulate some significant issue form the core of this paper. 
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Each January, the annual conference of the American Dialect Society elects 
those words and phrases of the preceding year that seem noteworthy and that 
display a certain amount of lexical individuality and prominence. Though those 
proposing and voting include many academic linguists and dictionary makers, this 
is definitely lexicography with its hair down.  

The idea of ending each year by announcing words or phrases that came to 
special importance during the year or which concentrate some significant issue 
turns itself into “the longest-running such vote anywhere”, having started in 1990. 
adjusting the proportions, this event could be compared with the Academy Awards 
ceremony, only that now it is the words that occupy the red carpet, acting as the 
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‘stars’ of the gala, and not some famous film actors, displaying broad smiles, 
glittering jewels and stylish gowns.  

However, we can think of several similarities between the two events, since 
there have been some actors who have inspired the creation of such new phrases. 
Bennifer, for instance, a blended noun describing the couple of Ben Affleck and 
Jennifer Lopez, or Brangelina, standing for Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie’s 
relationship.  

When actors decide to become politicians, they turn even better wordsmiths. 
Thus, some terms have been devised to refer to the Austrian-born governor of 
California, Arnold Schwarzenegger, governator, gropenator, and gropenführer, 
variously referring to his part in the Terminator films, as well as to his origins.  

2007 gave w00t a considerable chance at becoming an official word. It 
originally became popular in online gaming forums and is now used as an 
expression of excitement. The word is also considered an acronym in the online 
gaming world for the phrase ‘we owned the other team’. This word was also used 
in the 1990 film Pretty Woman when Julia Roberts exclaimed ‘W00t, w00t, w00t!’ 
to her date's friends during a polo match. Spelled with a couple of zeroes in the 
middle, w00t is pronounced /wu:t/ though, just as though the zeros were Os. It’s a 
small cry of joy, perhaps after completing some task, after besting an opponent, or 
for no reason at all. Merriam-Webster says, “It became popular in online gaming as 
part of what is known as l33t (leet, or elite) speak, an esoteric computer language 
in which numbers and symbols are put together to look like letters.” 

The American dictionary-publishing company Merriam-Webster publishes 
annually, starting from 2003 the Merriam-Webster's Words of the Year that 
features the ten words of the year from the English language. As of 2008, only two 
of Merriam-Webster's Words of the Year were already dictionary entries at the 
time they earned their status (democracy in 2003 and integrity in 2005). 2004's Top 
Word, blog, was added later. The words for 2006 and 2007, truthiness and w00t, 
respectively, have not earned their place in the prestigious pages of any English 
dictionary.  

Let us now have a look at the words that have made their way up to the 
status of rightful ‘citizens’ of the mighty kingdom of her majesty the English 
language. 

2003 was the year that witnessed the ascension of the following words, as 
recorded by the Merriam Webster online poll. Quagmire (noun) ‘soft, muddy land; 
a predicament’, quarantine (noun) ‘period of time in which a person, animal, or 
ship that could possibly be carrying infection is kept apart; a period of 40 days’, 
matrix (noun) ‘something from which something else originates, develops, or takes 
form; a mold or die; an electroplated impression of a phonograph record used to 
make duplicate records’ or (noun in biology) ‘the substance in which tissue cells 
are embedded’, or (noun in math) ‘the arrangement of a set of quantities in rows 
and columns’, or even (noun in geology) meaning ‘fine-grained rock in which 
fossils, crystals, or gems are embedded’, slog (verb) ‘to hit hard or beat heavily; to 
toil; walk or plod slowly’, (noun) ‘laborious work; long, tiring walk or march; a 
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heavy blow’, gubernatorial (adjective) ‘of or relating to a governor’, outage (noun) 
‘something lost after delivery or storage; temporary suspension of an operation, 
especially electric power’, batten (verb) ‘to grow fat, to feed greedily, or to live in 
luxury at the expense of others; (noun) ‘a strip fixed to something to hold it firm’. 

2004 opened the gate for blog, by far its most famous protagonist, that acts 
as a noun, whose meaning is that of ‘online journal where the writer presents a 
record of activities, thoughts, or beliefs’, incumbent (noun) ‘a person that possesses 
an ecclesiastical benefic or other office’, or (adjective) ‘lying on; resting on a 
person, obligatory, electoral, (adjective) ‘pertaining to electors or elections; 
consisting of electors’, insurgent (noun) ‘a person who rebels or rises against 
authority’, (adjective) ‘rising in revolt, refusing to accept authority’, hurricane 
(noun) ‘violent, tropical cyclone of the western North Atlantic with wind speeds at 
or above 72 miles per hour (32 m/s); most severe, intense storm; anything that 
suggests a violent storm’, cicada (noun) ‘an insect of the family Cicadidae’, 
peloton (noun) ‘the main group of riders in a bicycle race’, partisan (noun) ‘a 
supporter of a cause, person, or group, especially a supporter with biased 
allegiance; a member of a military group harassing an enemy, especially a group 
engaged in guerilla warfare against an occupying army’, sovereignty (noun) 
‘government free from external control; royal authority; a state's authority to 
govern another state’, or defenestration (noun) ‘the act of throwing a thing or 
person out a window’. 

2005 welcomed words such as integrity (noun) ‘adherence to moral or ethic 
principles; incorruptibility’, refugee (noun) ‘one who flees for protection from 
danger or distress; one who flees to another country or place for safety’, filibuster 
(noun) ‘using delaying tactics in an attempt to delay or prevent action, especially in 
a legislative assembly’, insipid (adjective) ‘lacking in taste; vapid, flat, dull, heavy, 
and spiritless’, tsunami (noun) ‘very large ocean wave caused by an underwater 
earthquake or volcanic eruption’, pandemic (noun) ‘occurring over a wide 
geographic area; affecting a large population’, conclave (noun) ‘assembly of 
cardinals to elect the Roman Catholic pope; a secret assembly, levee (noun) ‘a 
formal reception of guests, as in a royal court; a pier that provides a place to land at 
a river; an embankment that was made to prevent a river from overflowing’, inept 
(adjective) ‘not apt or fitting, inappropriate; lack of judgment, sense, or reason; 
foolish; bungling or clumsy; incompetent’. 

2006, on the other hand, recognized the following items as leaders among 
the general pubic lexical preferences. Google (verb) ‘using the Google search 
engine to look up information’, vendetta (noun) ‘a blood feud; prolonged and bitter 
feud, rivalry, or contention’, sectarian (adjective) ‘pertaining to factions united 
under one doctrine, such as religious denominations; narrow-minded’. 

The most popular words of the year 2007, were, by far, apart from w00t, 
facebook (verb) ‘to post a picture or other information to profile pages at the 
trademarked social networking website Facebook’, conundrum (noun) ‘a riddle 
whose answer is a pun’, quixotic (adjective) ‘extravagantly chivalrous’, 
blamestorm (verb) ‘to hold a discussion in order to assign blame to a person for a 



Lucrări Ştiinţifice – vol. 51, seria Agronomie 
 

417 
 

failure, sardoodledom (noun) ‘a play with an overly contrived and melodramatic 
plot’, apathetic (adjective) ‘no feeling or passion, indifferent’, Pecksniffian 
(adjective) ‘hypocritically benevolent’, charlatan (noun) ‘a person who pretends to 
have more knowledge and skill than he or she actually possesses’. 

Needless to say that the major part of these new lexical creations emerge 
from the world of politics, of the cyberspace, the Internet, constant dimensions in 
the life of every citizen of this planet.  

It is but logic that they would have the same powerful effect that politics and 
communication have upon us all.  

And it is the public the one that chooses the tools and kits that best assist 
them in redefining themselves and the world they live in. Another proof of our 
constant shaping and reshaping of our universe, in which words are the most 
essential means of reaching out towards everything that surrounds us.  
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